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In 1925 a sad picture was unfolding in

much of Southwest Louisiana, where
sawmill towns such as Juanita, Longville,
Singer and Carson were rapidly running
out of marketable timer; and the buzzard
of ghost town status was roosting on the
water tower. Only DeQuincy was enjoying
a veritable boom, and it cared very little
whether a sawmill ever located there or
went elsewhere.

Although surrounded by 250,000 acres
of unsightly, cutover stump lands owned
by Lutcher and Moore Lumber Co. of
Orange, DeQuincy was already filled with
optimists, who watched as their city grew
from 2,500 to nearly 5,000 persons in two
short years. The future of the town seemed
hinged to its newly-arrived railroad
employees and its virtual sea of stump
lands. The new Acme Products Co. mad
pine oil, turpentine, and rosin out of the
lighter pine stumps that the loggers left
behind.

The new carshops of the Gulf Coast
Lines of Missouri Pacific Railroad had just
located in town, bringing with them 800
employees under G. C. kennedy. The rail-
road plant included a large roundhouse,
machine shop, that could build a locomo-
tive; blacksmith shop, car shed and shops,
a powerhouse, and related facilities to care
for all the railroad’s rolling stock between
Houston and Baton Rouge, and as far north
as Alexandria. Missouri Pacific had
brought to the town improvements worth
$250,000.

In pursuit of its manufacturing endeav-
ors, Acme Products Co. employed 175 per-
sons inside its new plant and an additional
150, who were engaged in pulling stumps
in nearby areas. The Acme firm consisted
of a million dollar investment, headed by
W. B. Logan as general manager and G. L.
Olsen as superintendent. Acme also
bought the stumps removed by the neigh-
boring farmers and paid them a tidy sum
for each truck load.

After arrival in the city of the Acme

firm, the Chamber of Commerce could
foresee that there was an equal acreage of
stumps in nearby Texas if only there were
a highway to the city. To that end the
Chamber petitioned Baton Rouge for the
building of Evangeline Highway to the
Sabine River, insisting too that it pass
through DeQuincy. Within two years,
funds had been allocated for the building
of that thoroughfare, and the Chamber was
also optimistic that the highway would
also be completed from Deweyville to
Beaumont.

The Acme firm’s quest for sufficient
stump raw material had a two-fold effect
that the Chamber also foresaw. As acreage
was cleared of stumps, it also became
available for farming, creating another
industry that DeQuincy needed. When
cleared of stumps, land that previously had
been practically valueless at $2 and acre,
suddenly was selling at $100 near the city
and from $15 to $25 an acre at distances
farther away.

In 1925 the local cotton gin had
processed 200 bales. Farmers were prepar-
ing to plant several hundred acres of
cucumbers, Irish potatoes and yams, can-
taloupes, tomatoes, and corn, and they
were experimenting with the feasibility of
growing other cash crops. If enough
acreage could be devoted to cucumbers or
tomatoes, it was hoped to acquire a pickle
farm or canning plant.

Those and other innovations were the
result of a live-wire Chamber of
Commerce, headed by J. A. Jones as man-
ager-director and D. D. Herford as presi-
dent. Besides acquiring the Evangeline
highway project, on which work was due
to begin within 60 days, they had also
secured a branch of Calcasieu Marine
National Bank, a new high school, an 18-
room addition to Hammons Hotel, a water,
light, and ice plant, and other improve-
ments. W. E. Holbrook was mayor of the
recently-incorporated city.

In retrospect, DeQuincy of the 1920’s

never worried too much that it had never
acquired a large sawmill. Other than its
industrious carshops, the city was content
in part to live off the lighter pine stumps
that the loggers had left behind.

Most of the people living in Calcasieu
Parish today probably believe that all
deepsea shipping, that is, steel ships of
5,000 tons or more, have always reached
lake Charles through Calcasieu pass, but
that is far from being factual.

Of course gunboats of Jean Lafitte and
ships carrying cotton and lumber have
sailed out of Lake Charles since long
before the Civil War, but these were shal-
low-draft schooners, that could navigate
the 6-foot bar at the mouth of the river.

I remember one of my earliest recollec-
tions of Louisiana in 1931 when I was 11
years old. My Dad, Mama, and I had dri-
ven our old Model-T Ford sedan to
Sulphur, where we waited in line for the
ribbon to be cut on the new highway to
Cameron. After traveling a few miles in
the direction of hackberry, we came to the
Intercoastal Canal; we expected quickly to
go aboard the ferry there, but the gates was
closed. A freighter of about 5,000 tons was
passing in front of us, preparing to exit the
canal and turn north into the Calcasieu
River for the last leg of its journey to Lake
Charles.

Now I know some one in Lake Charles
might suspect that I’ve been sipping the
cooking sherry too long, and if you do, go
ask some one who has been living in Lake
Charles since 1930. Honest engine! Even
though I was only 11 years old, I know that
was what I saw. And as I recall, the
Calcasieu jetties and channelization of the
lower river was not completed until about
1940, give or take a year or two.

Beginning in 1926, deepsea shipping
exiting lake Charles had to travel a very
circuitous route to reach the Gulf of
Mexico. Upon l eaving the Lake Charles
docks, each ship “goes south 17 miles to
the Intercoastal Canal, thence west  22

miles to the Sabine River,” south of
Orange. It was reported that Calcasieu
Parish paid $275,00 for the dredging of
that portion of the shipping lane.

From Orange the channel ran 12 miles
to the mouth of the Sabine thence 14 miles
westward through the lakeshore canal to
Port Arthur, and then 16 miles to the gulf,
through a canal that skirted the western
shore of Sabine lake. For the ship’s crew,
that was like going to Lafayette by detour-
ing through Alexandria.

The first ocean-going freighter to reach
Lake Charles in April, 1926, was the
Sewalls Point. It docked at Westlake,
where it offloaded 8,000 tons of fertilizer
for the Kelly-Weber Company and 15,000
cases of canned corn and tomatoes for a
wholesale firm.

By 1940, however, the dredging and
jetty project on the lower Calcasieu was
complete, and what a joy it must have
been, especially for the bar pilots, when
ship began exiting through Calcasieu Pass.
The Coast Guard had to take down the
“detour sign” at Intercoastal Canal,
because ships no longer needed to enter
the Gulf of Mexico via Sabine Pass.

T. G. Sheppard, nationally known
country music singer, will be the featured
entertainer at the 2000 Louisiana Railroad
Festival in DeQuincy. The festival is set
for April 6-8, with Sheppard scheduled to
perform on the main stage from 8 to 9:30
p.m. Saturday, with a show chock full of
hits like “Last Cheater’s Waltz”, “I Loved
“Em Every One” and “Do You Wanna Go
To Heaven”. Sheppard delivers what audi-
ences want.

He left his home in Humboldt, Tenn., at
the age of 15, journeying to Memphis to
begin his career. Using name Brian Stacy,
he released his first record, “High School
Days”, which caused a few ripples on the
pop charts in 1966.

The fledgling star veered off his musi-
cal course in 1965, reverting to his given
name of Bill Browder and getting into the
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